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I n tr o d u c t i on
With this tutorial you learn how to create a brochure of 6 pages A4 format, essential 
graphics and translation in 20 steps. If you wish to follow step by step, plase download 
the package collected for output. Review the final output in your favorite language en it 
ru and get started!

Daria Mikhaylova

F e at u r es
Features of this tutorial cover a wide range of topics suitable for beginners to intermedi-
ate but also contain few advanced techniques like vectorized drawings and text editing 
in different languages.

The style of this brochure taken as example for this course is the Italian Futurism to-
gether with Russian Avant-garde are the source of inspiration for our design and artistic
ideas.

Beginner Intermediate Expert

Working space Layout composition Built-in image editing

Main concepts and tools Master pages Vector graphics elements

Colors and fonts Text editing Layers

Styles Lists Multilingual layout

Special characters Gradient PDF

Links and images Import and export

Translation

Wh a t  i s  S c ri b u s
Scribus is an Open Source DTP (Desktop Publishing) program  that brings professional 
page layout to Linux and other flavors of Unix and Unix-like systems, including Mac OS X
, as well as OS/2 and eComStation respectively, and Windows 2000 or later with a com-
bination of press-ready output and new approaches to page design. Underneath a mod-
ern and user-friendly interface, Scribus supports professional publishing features, such 
as color separations, CMYK and spot colors, ICC color management, and versatile PDF 
creation.
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D o w n lo a d

Windows 32-bit 64-bit Portable
Mac Intel Leopard 10.5 or higher dmg installer
OS/2 Warp 4 eComStation
Haiku
FreeBSD NetBSD OpenBSD PC-BSD 
Solaris OpenIndiana
RPMs for all supported versions of OpenSUSE, SUSE Linux Enterprise Desktop, SUSE 
Linux Enterprise Server, Fedora, Red Hat Enterprise Linux, and CentOS.
Instruction for Debian/Ubuntu

Qu i ck  s t a r t  g u i d e

Before we start explaining Scribus in depth, it might be useful to get a “feeling” for the 
way Scribus works. For that purpose, you can see how a simple front page of a maga-
zine for an imaginary Rembrandt exhibition is being created.
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G e tt i n g  s ta r t e d

N e w  d o c u me n t
The first step to create a layout in Scribus is creating a new document in Scribus format
.sla .When you run Scribus, first it will ask you what kind of document you would like to 
create. For our project change default unit  from points (pt) to millimeters (mm), than  
choose A4, portrait and leave  margins (the space between border of page and border 
of printing space) with 14,111 for left, right, top and  bottom. Press OK.

W o r ki n g  s pa c e
You will have a empty documents recognizable as A4 sheet, this is your working space. 
Red lines show space,  blue - margins. Proceed in saving your document, menu file se-
lect save as in separate folder and give a name you prefer, for ex brochure.sla . 
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F r a m es

To give you a first taste of Scribus,  well Scribus works with frames.  You have empty list 
in front of you - whatever you would like  to design and layout inside, you need to create
a frame, it can be text frame, image frame or polygon (figure). As  soon frame is created 
you are able to fill it with  information.

M ai n  t o o ls
First of all give a look to main tools/environments that we will work in Scribus, they are 
concentrated in 2 window  menu.

Pr o pe r t i e s

First one is properties, and you can all it with F2 or window-properties. In Properties you
are able to give  position to your objects, work with shape, group and ungroup objects, 
Work with texts, images, lines and  colors.

La y er s

Second one is layers, and you call it F6 or window-layers. Layers as in many graphic soft-
ware give you possibility  to work with different slices of graphics and text separately. In 
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our case it's useful for working with different languages, without creating a separate 
copies of brochure.
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M a s te r  p a g e s
As we will create a brochure of more then one page, it's useful to introduce the concept 
of master page. A master page is like a kind of background that you can quickly apply to 
many pages. So go to menu edit and select master pages, you should see this. Exists 
only one default master page and it's empty. 

P re p a r e

Click the first icon to create new master page,  call it first, it will be a layout for our 
cover. Choose first from the list of master pages, when chenages color to grey, means is

selected and you are working on it.

B a ck g r o u n d

Now you are going to create a background for your page. As Scribus doesn't have a fill 
color tool, neither a painting tool for background, therefore all elements are created by 
polygons with shape and colors. 
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Choose an icon with rectangle or press S (Insert Shape). Click and drag on your empty 
page to draw rectangle,  don't think about position, just create it.  So you will see some-
thing similar to this.

Notice that shape or frame is selected when it shows a red frame around with points, 
this means you can work with it. If instead is not selected,  you would just see the final 
result. Shapes in Scribus have by default black border line and transparent fill.
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Po l y go n  pr o pe r t i e s

Open properties palette by F2 or windows-properties. The first tab is the position of 
your object, so let's  work with it.

As we want to create background we need that rectangle occupies all our page. Set 
basepoint (point from  where position is calculated) to left upper corner. So that width 
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and height are repeating the setting of the document. Now you may see that the poly-
gon becames as big as your page and  is still selected. 

  X-pos  0,000 mm

 Y-pos  0,000 mm

 Width  210,000 mm

 Height 
  297,000

mm

Co l o r  pr o p er t i es

Go to tab colors and press an icon with brush (edit line colors properties) to set the bor-
der line color as none. Then click bucket icon to fill color properties. 

The color we want to use is not in the standard palette, but we add and use it. Add your 
own color combinations to the palette. Go to menu edit and select edit color.
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Create a new color setting the RGB vales equal to R=221, G=223 and G=197, notice that 
you should choose the model RGB to fill values. For this brochure i called the color 
YeshiBeige, but you can choose any name you prefer. You will see preview of the color 
in the window, press OK when finished setting.

Now if you  look in the properties windows, you should see your newly added color.Se-
lect the color from the list and set opacity to  80%.
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B o r de r s  di es
Your background is ready. Let's create a 25 mm dies on the left and right of the page. As
you already know how to add colors, add all the others needed to create our Scribus 
document.

 RGB (5,175,242)  YeshiBlue1

 RGB (148,161,155)  YeshiGrey

 RGB (221,223,197)  YeshiBeige

RGB (22,42,56)  YeshiDarkGrey

Co l o r  pa l et t e

But as you downloaded the package, you can simply import it from the file. Go back to 
edit colors, press import and you will see all needed colors in your palette.
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Click outside of the polygon previously created, now create a second shape in the same 
way. In X,Y,Z tab give followings settings. Set line color as none and fill color as Yeshi-
Grey. 

 X-pos  0,000 mm

 Y-pos  0,000 mm

 Width  25,000 mm

 Height  297,000 
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mm

Co py  s h a pe

Now copy and paste this die by edit-copy, edit-paste. It will be pasted in the same place 
as a first and will be automatically selected. Move this shape to the opposite border by 
keyboard arrow, or change a position to these coordinates. 

 X-pos
 185,000

mm

 Y-pos  0,000 mm

 Width  25,000 mm

 Height  297,000
mm

F i rs t  p ag e
So you have a master page for the first page.
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L ef t  an d  ri g h t  pa g es
Let's create master pages for next pages. If you open a book or printed magazine, you 
have one page on your left and one on your right, this is important to keep in mind 
when you create a layout. Notice in which way information would flow, for example 
from left to right like in a newspaper. For left page, add new master page and call it left. 
Create same background polygon and die on the left side. Save the page.  Create right 
master page with same background, but die only on the right side. Finally create last 
master page with dies on both sides, inverting color of background and dies.
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Pa g e  n u m b er s

As brochure is generally more then one page, it's nice to have page numbers on all 
pages beside first and last one. In our case we want page number to be in the bottom 
center, to make easier we start by using guides that are non printable lines that help to 
put elements on the page in order. Guides allow to align to the chosen grid or layout. 

G u i d es  l i n es

Select left master page from the list, go to page and open manage guides to add a verti-
cal guide line at 110,445 mm.  it's  a center of lighter area that we will use for text infor-
mation. Move to right master page and add a vertical guide  at 92,500 mm. Close man-
age guides and go to left master page. 

T ex t  f r a m es

Select from tool bar the button labeled A, go to menu insert text frame or just press T .

 Notice that cursor is similar to drawing polygon, but this time we manage a differ-
ent object the text frame. Draw  a small square. Hover the cursor until you see a hand 
sign and move text frame on the bottom margin in the  center of your guide.  It will have
similar properties to the following. Be sure your text frame is selected and choose Edit 

Text Button from Tool Bar or press Ctrl+T 
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En t er  t ex t

This is the main tool to enter text in Scribus, the story editor. Go to insert menu select 
character and page numbers, in your editor will appear #, later when you finish with 
master pages in the preview will show the real page number. Repeat same for right 
page. You may copy existing text frame and paste it in right master page. 
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L a y ou t
As you finish with master pages, close windows. Still you won't see any change on the 
screen.

S k e le t o n
Now is time to create the skeleton for your layout. Go to menu window select arrange 
pages, on the upper part you see all  master pages available, downside the structure of 
your document. Select from the list in the bottom double sided document and right 
page first, which means we are creating document for people that read from left to 
right. You see only one page available with number 1 inside. Drag and drop first page 
master from upper list to 1 page.  First page as set will appear on your screen behind 
the arrange pages window. Now drag and drop left master page down and on the left 
from 1 page in the structure. Then right master page straight under 1 page.

Then left page again under 2nd page and right page under 3rd one. Finish with drag and
drop of last master  page under the 4th one on the left (when you close brochure, the 
last cover will be on the left). If you do a mistake, you may delete pages from structure 
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by dragging and dropping in the basket. On the bottom tool bar you can select zoom 
level of your document, set to 10% and you should see all structure of your brochure as 
follow.

    

Co m po s i t i o n

Our brochure is composed by few graphic and text elements. Here they are listed.

• Titles on the dies (white vertical titles), that represent the topic of each page.

• Titles inside the pages (white on dark background), that show particular topic in-
side the big one.

• Text without background in 1 or 2 columns.

• Text on white background in 1 or 2 columns.

• Central pictures.

• Icons pictures.

• Title picture.
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• Graphical elements on the dies.

It's useful to create a general composition for your book, magazine, newspaper to get a 
strong visual or separate information in blocks logically connected, and finally arrange 
elements with balance and proportion. 

D es i g n  pr i n ci pl es

The principles of design help to arrange the elements of a page layout in connection to 
the overall design and to each other. How you understand these principles determines 
how effective your design will be in delivering the desired message and how attractive 
your page will appear. It is advisable to review at least six of them that always apply, like
closeness and balance.

T it l es

Let's work on first two pages now. Go to the 2nd page. Create a text frame somewhere 
on the page. Double click for entering text , type How I learn? in the text frame and click 
outside.

 

You will see a rectangle with transparent fill and no borders with text without particular 
style (default size and  font). Now select text frame with click and switch to the proper-
ties palette. Move to tab text style , set the proper fonts. From the first list select Bebas 
Neue Regular,  size 36 pt. Confirm fixed linespacing, then move to color submenu and 
set white for highlighted text.
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F on ts  i n s ta l l
If you miss fonts like Bebas Neue, now is the time to add them in Scribus, save your doc-
ument and close it.Install fonts from the package folder on your computer. Then go to 
file menu and select preferences and fonts to set a new additional path pointing to the 
package folder, where fonts for brochure are stored. Press OK and open your 
brochure.sla file. Now you should see all required fonts available in the list.

Pl a ce  ob j ect s

R o t at e

Let's go back to our title, we want to be in the right border but vertically. We rotate by 
90 degree. Give these coordinates and title will be placed on the die vertically. 

 X-pos  8,206 mm

 Y-pos
 188,000

mm

 Width  80,000 mm

 Height  16,933 mm

rotation - 90°
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Co m b i n e

To create section titles we combine dark polygon and text frame, we place one over the 
other one. Why we don't use just colored text frame? Because if you need to create ti-
tles on different languages, it's a lot easier to change text  without graphic elements, 
than creating them every time. Now create 2 polygons of 82,54x9,63. Set in color prop-
erties the color for the line as none and fill with YeshiDGrey at 80% opacity.

 Width
 82,540

mm

 Height  9,633 mm

 Position the first polygon at these coordinates.

 X-pos 30,000 mm

 Y-pos
 47,000

mm

 Position the second polygon at these coordinates.

 X-pos 30,000 mm

 Y-pos
 210,000

mm

We placed our titles 5 mm away from die. X-pos is equal 25,000 mm (width of die) + 
5,000  mm space. Now create 2 text frames 7,000 mm and write  

natural learning and learn by doing. Move to the text tab to set the font OpenSans, 
16,00 pt, align text left, color Whiteand then move to the position tab and enter coordi-
nates.

Position for the first one.

 X-pos 34,000 mm

 Y-pos  49,000
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mm

Position for the second one.

 X-pos 34,000 mm

 Y-pos
 211,818

mm

R ef i n em en t s

So we have an empty page with titles. Let's fill our 1st page with information and then 
proceed with graphics. Create 3 text frames. One will go up for description of workshop,
second for quotation, third a two column text  that goes down. First text frame is posi-
tioned right on upper margin, 5 mm away from left die and has a little bit of space be-
fore  title. Here are properties described.
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N a m i n g
As you can see we are able to give to all objects in Scribus some human recognizable 
name. Why it's useful?  For example when you are preparing your document for print or
export in PDF, Scribus will tell you if some text frame or  polygon has a problem, so the 
name help us to recognize which text frames we created one need to be fixed.

F i l l  t ex t  f ra m e
Now text is getting to be long and is boring to type it. Try other way to fill text frames. 
Select text frame and right  click, you will see get text option in context menu, from 
folder text select folder EN and choose text file workshop_what_is.txt. Now  you should 
see text loaded into the text frame.
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The second text frame is a quotation about tinkering, create with following properties. 
Get text in the same way from tinkering_quotation.txt file. 

 

The third text frame has following properties.

 X-pos  30,000 mm

 Y-pos
 222,900

mm

 Width  165,581
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mm

 Height  60,000 mm

G a p

Now go to text tab and select columns & text distances. Set 2 columns with gap 9,750 
mm.

Then go to colors tab and select WhiteSmoke as a fill color. Get the text from 
learn_by_doing.txt, you should see something similar. 
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S t y l e s
Now you have 3 pieces of text without any formatting. Let's work on it. We start from 
font size settings for titles in text tab of each text frame, in most text editors and DTP 
software is generally called  style settings. As any publication have many text that inherit
same style settings, becomes boring to individually set for each text; Scribus has styles 
manager, that allows you to create  style templates and apply it to any text frame.

S t yl e  m a n a g er

Call the style manager by pressing F3 or go to menu edit and select styles. Now you can 
set line, paragraph or character style, they may be based on other styles and paragraph 
style can inherit the character style.
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D r o p  ca p

The first paragraph we are going to create MainTextF, is a fixed line spacing with drop 
cap. A drop cap is a big letter in the beginning of the line. Go to create new paragraph 
style, call MainTextF and set fixed line spacing of 15 pt. Activate drop caps and set 2 
lines and 2,000 mm distance from text.
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Cr ea t e  s t y l es

Switch to tab character style and select font family Gentium Plus with Regular style and 
size 12pt colored YeshiDGrey (language English ). Then create other new style called 
MainTextBody based on the style we just created (MainTextF) as and uncheck drop 
caps.  This is how hierarchy of styles works. New style will have all the setting of one you
base it on, but you can modify  oit as you like, without modifying style that is higher in 
hierarchy. There are also some other setting such as tracking.
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Complete the creation of new style for page, quotation, labels and lists.

 Name
 Based 

on

 Line 
spac-

ing

 Drop 
Caps

 Font 
Family

 Font 
Size

 Tracking  Style  Color

 PageTitles  15  no  BebasNeue  36  2%
 Regu-

lar
 White

 Quota-
tion

 15  no  OpenSans  12  0  Italic  YeshiDGrey

 List*  MainTextF  15  no
 Gen-

tiumPlus
 12  0

 Regu-
lar

 YeshiDGrey

 Labels  15  no  OpenSans  16  0
 Regu-

lar
 White

*to this style will come back later to talk about lists.
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S et  s t yl e

Go back to text frames, select the first one and press the button story editor  .Your 
text appear with No style applied on your left; now from the drop-down list choose for 
first paragraph MainTextF and MainTextbody for other paragraphs. Then just press up-

date the text frame and exit .

 

Continue applying to the other paragraphs the right style, therefore quotation for tin-
kering quotation. Set alignment of text on the right for the last paragraph, simply like in 
any text editor press align text right button.
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F i t  te xt  p r o p e r l y  i n  t h e  f r a me
You may notice that text appear stucked with borders of our text frame. If frame 
doesn't have background color - it's fine, as we actually  don't see borders of the frame, 
it's enough to leave enough space till next object. But learn by doing frame is filled with 
white, therefore not pleasant to see. To set a distance between text and borders of 
frame go the columns and text tab and set these values.

Now should see a red cross appearing at the end of text frame, which means that our 
text doesn't fit in a text frame. As layout and texts are done usually by different people,  
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it's actually very difficult to have it right (exactly right quantity of text). You may ask your
editor to use a precise amount of characters or to adapt to the available space, however
there are some ways to manipulate text frames to make your text fit perfectly.

T r a n s l a t i o n s

These tools are incredible useful  for creating printing materials in many languages. In-
stead of creating every time new layout for each language, because of text length, you 
just adjust frames and use setting to shrink text to enter in your empty spaces. So in 
this case we use word tracking, by selecting the frame and setting  on 74%; now text will
appear a little squeezed but fit properly inside the frame.

  Choose right alignment 

  

  Decrease/Increase Font size 
  

 Decrease/Increase line spacing (means space between lines 
of text)

  

  Decrease/Increase Word Tracking (means the space between
words) 
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 Shrink glyphs (means make smaller signs)

  

 Decrease offset of baseline of characters  (make them less 
tall and move up or down according to normal position in the 
line)

  

 Set manual tracking (means set a space between characters)
  

 Scale width of characters (make them more fat or thin, so oc-
cupy more or less space on the width)

  

 Scale height of characters (make letters less tall, for ex q or y 
can make your text frame horrible to see, because they need 
more space)

  

T it l es
Now is time to create next page, that will show some other features in Scribus. Copy the 
page title from first page to second, rotate by 270° and position at these coordinates. Type in
What I learn?. In story editor align text center and apply style PageTitles. Do same with title 
on the first page, if you haven't done yet.

 X-pos
 202,000

mm

 Y-pos
 108,400

mm
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Then copy the title dark grey-color polygon from first page and paste it on second page. 
Apply these properties.

first

 X-pos
 14,100

mm

 Y-pos
 14,100

mm

second

 X-pos  14,100 mm

 Y-pos
 174,100

mm

 Width
 165,900

mm

Copy also text boxes, change text to syllabus" and tools, apply to both style Labels (also 
you can do it to one we created before)  and give them these coordinates.

syllabus

 X-pos
 18,110

mm

 Y-pos
 16,164

mm

tools
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 X-pos  18,110 mm

 Y-pos
 176,541

mm

Li n k  t e xt  f r a me s
Create two more text frames with color WhiteSmoke. Set text distance for both frames 
up 2,000 bottom 2,000 left 3,000 and right 2,000.

Now for left column import text from file syllabus_vision.txt. You may notice that text is 
too long and does not fit in one column, in the second column we copy part of the text. 
Warning, if we add or cut something every time we change both frames.  To work two 
text frame as one, we connect them. Select first frame and activate in tool bar the link 
text frames button or type N and click on the second column. Text should flow flawless 
now.
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Li s ts
As you can see text in this frame is actually a list with some descriptive text. But how ac-
tually we can create a list in Scribus, considering is not a word processor? Each item in 
the list (Scribus document) is a symbol or glyth then tab |<-->|and then text. 

G ly t h

To choose a glyth, open the story editor and place the cursor where you want the sym-
bol to be inserted. Click in the insert glyth menu and then select first icon Hide/Show En-
hanced Palette.
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Now choose your font or Gentium Plus Regular and then class type Geometric Shapes. 
To see preview of the glyth right-click on it. Double-click on a glyth to put it in the selec-
tion. Therefore press insert and glyth will appear in the text, apply this action to all list. 
Glyths are useful not only for the lists, also sometimes you need to insert more then 
one glyth at a time, so put it in selection as many as you need. 

I t em s

Now adjust the way list is presented, actually there is no automatic way to do it.Go back 
in style edit and select the previosly created style List to edit.  At the bottom of para-
graph style, you may adjust the tabulators and indentation. Start with setting a space 
for the tabulator and then adjust text coming after. Here are good settings for this 
brochure.

Then select both frames,  in the tab text properties select style settings to give to all 
frames style List. Now go to the story editor and change style for each paragraph, thos 
that are not lists. On the first line set MainTextF, on the next lines MainTextbody.
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Then give some space after the item Graphic Design, for next paragraph choose again 
MainTextF. Should look this way now.

Li n k s
Now create other four text frames, these will present tools of the workshop. Import text
from files and set these properties.

first

 X-pos  38,517 mm
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 Y-pos
 187,770

mm

 Width
 141,125

mm

 Height   20,000 mm

second

 X-pos  38,517 mm

 Y-pos
 212,770

mm

third

 X-pos  38,517 mm

 Y-pos
 237,770

mm

fourth

 X-pos  38,517 mm

 Y-pos
 262,770

mm

In the text that describe tools used during the workshop, there are links to websites for 
readers to discover more about these technologies. To set a link is simple in Scribus, se-
lect the word that will become a link (can be also internal) and activate the button insert 
link annotation.
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It will appear as a text frame tool, draw the frame around chosen words and you will 
see just a transparent polygon. Now  double-click on the frame and select from the 
drop-down menu external web link an URL in the destination line.

Actually nothing will change visually, but link is now available, when you will export your 
document in PDF it will work as link. To make readers aware that a link is available you 
can change font color and underline text, as we are used to this appearance of hyper-
links. So double-click in the text frame, select the word and change its color to Yeshi-
Blue1.
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I m a g e
Images are an important part of the layout, as much as empty spaces. To add images to 
your document, you should use the object image frame. Let's add pictures near our text
frames. Press the button for image frame, it will appear as rectangle with a cross inside 
because it's common way to represent images space from paper typography. 

 X-pos  14,100 mm

 Y-pos
 187,770

mm

 Width  20,000 mm

 Height   20,000 mm

T ra n s f o r m
Now select the frame and right click on it, select get image and apply the right picture 
from the folder. 

HEXAGON | Image 45

https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/47.jpg?attredirects=0


2013 Scribus

S ca l e  t o  f r a m e  pr o po r t i o n a l l y

Now you can see the image in the frame, but probably only a small part. Go in palette 
properties to the image tab and select scale to frame size and activate also propor-
tional. Finally image will appear in correctly in the frame.

Cr o p

In the third image frame you have big image and we prefer to use only a part of it. As 
usual you may crop the image with an image editor like Gimp, but now let's right click 
on image and select to edit Image and directly in Scribus choosing the free scaling we 
adapt to the correct position and proportion. Set as follows.

F l o w  te x t  ar o u n d
May text and images in Scribus occupy in the same space? Actually text and images till 
are close but not overlapping, so their positions are independent. On page three in-
stead we have a person that is actually inside the text and text flows around. How does 
it works? Let's start by creating an image frame and text frame. 

Portrait
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 X-pos  30,000 mm

 Y-pos  14,100 mm

 Width  40,000 mm

 Height
  40,000

mm

Bio

 X-pos  30,000 mm

 Y-pos  28,740 mm

 Width  165,100 mm

 Height
  108,260

mm

Get text from the file into Bio and set the level of the object (remember that layer apply 
to the document, instead level apply to overlapping objects) or in other words which is 
the last object we see. Select the image frame Portrait and be sure that in properties 
X,Y,Z the level is higher then text frame Bio. Then select Portrait and from the palette 
properties select shape tab to activate the flow around. You may also choose use frame 
shape and upload image to the frame.
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Pa t h  a n d  n o de s
Text is flowing around the frame, but it is stacked with its borders and does not look 
nice. Let's give some empty space around the picture, go back in shape and use contour
Line. Press edit button to change the contour line and give more space. Notice the con-
tour line becomes blue and nodes panel appear. This panel allow to edit the structure 
of the path (better known as Bezier curves), now you can change the shape of text 
frame, for example stretch or make it irregular. You may access this palette by dou-
ble-click of any object in Scribus, once you activated edit contour line.

 

Mo v e  no d es

Select the move nodes (first on upper left) button from the nodes panel and stretch the 
image by pulling the upper right corner or better you change the value of X-pos to 
43,000, this gives 3 mm of space. Next select right bottom corner and give X-pos to 
43,000 and Y-pos to 43,000. Last choose left bottom corner and change it's Y-pos to 
43,000 again. You will see in real time how text flows around frame with contour line. 
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Notice that we used the name corner but actually the correct word would be node, as 
we are manipulating a curve.

Ef f e c ts
The picture for the Portrait frame appear black and white in the brochure, but till now 
we manipulated a color image. With image editing directly in Scribus we may change 
how an image appear, now select the image and right-click to select effects. Choose 
from available effects the Grayscale and press >> to add to the stack, then also Bright-
ness set to 50. Finally add Contrast set to 10. Pay attention to the order of the stack, be-
cause how effects overlap is important and makes difference. In this panel you find all 
basic settings for image editing, you may change these any time later during your work 
on the layout. 
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G l y t h  t o  v e ct o r  g r a ph i cs
All the graphical elements created for this brochure are done directly in Scribus, obvi-
ously may you use any vector graphics editor like Inkscape, Xara Extreme, or even 
Blender and partially also Gimp. For this tutorial we create all in Scribus using the vector
graphics capabilities built-in. 

As you may notice the margin of the document show some nice images created by dif-
ferent glyths (symbols) and their shadows (projections). Let's go through the process, 
we take as example the symbol of infinity on the second page.

Co n v er t  to  ou t l i n e

First of all create a text frame and in story editor add a glyth of infinity from character 
palette of Gentium Plus. Change font to 60 pt. To use characters as vector graphics (this 
means you can enlarge it, change without loosing quality), you need to convert them. 
Right-click on text frame and select convert to outline. Now you may tray to enlarge or 
stretch your ∞, as you may expect will maintain the proper proportions without loosing 
quality. (to cancel your action use Undo or Ctrl+Z). Now change the color of infinity to 
YeshiDGrey. 

S h a d o w s
Now copy your image and change the fill color of the copy to background or RGB: 229,230,210. Ro-

tate by 14° and move to left upper corner or to coordinates X-pos to 10,040 and Y-pos to 15,272. 
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I n t er s e ct

Intersect the images to suggest the idea of a print, the intersection point is at coordinates X-pos to 
3,337 and Y-pos to 16,972. The color chosen for intersection is blue, notice that you cannot color in-

tersection with a single action. We need to create an additional image made of this intersection. Zoom

your document by 800% (or other size you feel comfortable to work) by pressing Ctrl and scrolling or 
from menu on the bottom of the page.

Insert intersection shape
Choose to insert shape or S command, select a square from the list of the available shapes and draw 

the shape near intersection of infinity signs. Then from line properties and change line width to 

Hairline, then change color to one bright to see it better. Double-click on the square to enter 
node editing and move.

A d j u s t  i n t er s ect i o n  s h a pe

Now, working with mouse, move your 4 nodes to the borders where there is intersec-
tion between the two infinity signs. Click on the node, drag it. You may also adjust coor-
dinates using menu. If you find difficult to point out,  turn upper infinity sign transpar-
ent, so you will the intersection better. Then press the button to move control points 
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(straight under move nodes), so you may turn a line into a curve. Click on the node and 
drag it to one side, you will see how path (line) modify. 

You may manipulate by 2 control points (on the right and on the left), now move control
lines to repeat the contour of the letter.  

S et  co l o r  f o r  i n t er s e ct i o n

When you are satisfied press end editing and change fill color of shape-intersection to 
YeshiBlueOne and color line to None.

52 Image | HEXAGON

https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/57.png?attredirects=0
https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/58.png?attredirects=0
https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/59.1.png?attredirects=0


Scribus 2013

 Repeat for the second intersection and re-activate transparency of the infinity sign to 
100%.

G r o u p

To avoid accidental drag, you may connect them into a group it, so you may use them as
one image. Press and hold shift to select all the shapes that belongs to the group.

Go to X Y Z tab of properties and press the icon group selected objects.  To lock the 

position of this group (or any object in your document), press the icon lock sign.  
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C ov e r

De s i g n  l a y o u t
As previously said all graphic elements of this brochure are created directly in Scribus, 
now is time to talk about cover page which deserve attention as is complicate to realize. 
The inspiration for the design layout of this brochure is Italian Futurism and Russian 
Avant-garde, and does not assume the use of photo or pictures. As you know is not easy
to find ready made clip art just the way we need them. For the cover we wanted to sug-
gest the idea of human eye gazing into the space where the title of the workshop lay. To
achieve this visual result without special abilities in drawing or creating vector graphics, 
how do we proceed?

De c o m p o s e  i n t o  g e o m e t ri c  p r i m i t i ve s
To create a stylized image of the eye in the bottom of the cover page, we start from 
finding a good photo as reference. Create a image frame, get the photo and enlarge it 
as much as you like. Notice that the quality of the photo may also be not satisfactory, 
because we are not going to use it for the cover page.

Look carefully at your photo, analyze the structure. You may discover that is actually 
composed of parts and in this specific case we may decompose into geometric 
primitives. Therefore we use shapes of Scribus as follows to create our stylized eye. 
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From the basic shape we follow the contour of the part in the photo by adding nodes, 
till is satisfactory smooth and pleasant to see.

 Cornea semi circle

 Iris ellipse 

 Pupil ellipse 

 Highlight hexagon 

 Eye-
lashes

semi circle
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V e ct o r i a l  c o p y
Before copying into a vector graphics object, pay attention to the geometry (count the 
angles). To add a polygon press P or choose the proper icon from the tool bar. Set the 
correct properties to the polygon just created.
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Your shape may lack nodes for example that don't allow to follow perfectly the contour 

of part in the photo, even later you may add by pressing the icon add nodes.  
When all contours of the parts of the photo are well represented with shapes and 
nodes, you may fill with the desired color and adjust levels. For the eye in the lowest 
level there is a dark half circle, then white one, then iris, then highlight, then pupil. As 
your work is done, you can group objects and lock it.Proceed with the creation of all sec-
ondary elements like airplane and clouds.

G r a di e n t
For the title of the workshop in the cover page of our brochure, we chose to create the 
suggestion of a printed banner attached to the airplane (a typical graphic element in 
Italian Futurism). To give some movement the gradient of natural colors will be created 
as fill. 

 

To create this graphical element, insert a triangle shape with the following properties.
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Then create a text frame with and type Evolution using font  Gentium Plus Regular, size 
65pt, color Black, set manual letter tracking to 2%. Now bring the text in front of the tri-
angle shape.

 

Set the filling color for the triangle as horizontal gradient, notice that is black is default 
base color and stops may be adjusted between the sliders (red means selected). To add 
a color stop move your mouse to the border of color scheme until arrow with + appear 
and click. To remove a color stop, click on it and drag it out of the properties window. To
change a color stop click on triangle, it will become red and show its properties.
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 posi-
tion

 color  opacity

 0%  White smoke  10%

 8%  White smoke  80%

 14%  YeshiBlue1  40%

 25%  YellowGreen  40%

 37%  Yellow  40%

 60%  Goldenrod1  40%

 73%  Red  40%

 78%  White  40%

 100%  White  100%

T r a n s pa r e n cy

For the next page we create a hexagon filled with dark red radial gradient ranging from 
0% to 100% of color HexagonRed (the color of our logo) used at transparency 30%.
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Te x t  on  a  c u r ve d  p at h

R o t at e

Let's go back to the text frame Evolution to place it properly with the right corner higher
(declination), this is achieved by a rotation of 21°, now change the rotation parameters 
of the text frame in X,Y,Z tab and see the result. 

At t a ch  t ex t  t o  pa t h

Part of the title follows the contour of the eye, this means to place text on a curved 
path. Use the function attach text to path that creates a path that you may transform 
into curve, figure, form. Now text follows path. Type in the text frame the last part of the
title of workshop THE INVISIBLE with font Bebas Neue Regular, size 58 pt, apply manual 
tracking 5%. 

Use the the tool for Beizer curve and draw a straight line, press Esc to complete. Enter in
node editing to change into a curve adjusting nodes and control points, follow the con-
tour of the eye.
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 X-pos  60,284 mm

 Y-pos  221,056
mm

 Width
 102,916

mm

 Height   44,031 mm

 Rota-
tion

 The path has coordinates left node 0,000 and 25,994, right node 102,916 and 44,019 , 
control point 59,415 and 0,000. When your curve is properly set, end editing. Now press 
shift selecting both the text frame and the curve and apply attach text to path.

Text will become curved over the path. If text is too long for the path, then you should 
adjust or change properties of text or even length of the path. This is the case of the 
second page where text is attached to a circular path.
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L a ye r s

L ev el s

Three types of levels were discussed during the preparation of this brochure, but all 
these are laying on the same plane. Actually till now we have been working on one sin-
gle layer.

1. layout structure (place for titles) and graphical elements not connected with text

2. texts

3. pictures and graphical elements connected with text

M u lt i l i n g u a l  l a y o u t
To create a multilingual layout for this brochure, therefore we won't use a file for each 
language (ex. brochure_en.sla , brochure_ru.sla ), we set a layer for each language. Now 
open the layers window from menu windows, how many layers are available? Only the 
Background.  Press on the icon + to add a new layer and call Second level (or pictures), 
repeat and add a layer for each language call Texts_EN.

 

Represent layer, you can change color clicking on it. 
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Show or hide your layer

Activate print or do not print (export) layer or not

 Block changes on all layer 

Text flow around objects in lower layers. To make text flow for ex around pictures, when pic-
tures and texts are on different levels

Outline mode,  show only contours of  elements (needed for heavy files)

A d d  t r a n s l a t i o n

Now move all your text frames from pages 2-6 to layer Texts_EN by selecting text frame 
and right click and send to layer Texts_EN. Go in layers window and select Background  
and try to drag or move, why you can't? As you may expect, now to work with them you 
should select the proper layer, therefore Texts_EN. You may also use the dropdown 
menu on the bottom of the page. 

Repeat sending all pictures and graphic elements to the layer Second level and activate 
for this layer text flow around the objects.

In this brochure you may find other layers, for example Cover_EN is for texts that affect 
graphical elements, for example the length of word Evolution in other languages is dif-
ferent so the length of gradient is different (just like the title workshop on vision).

D u pl i ca t e  l a y er

When you are done with English, duplicate the layer to create a base for translation. 

 Give a name that inform on the translation, like Texts_RU or Texts_IT. Select this 
layer and translate, you may expect that you cannot edit on other layers or language. 
Remember to set the visibility of the layer properly to avoid to see both language at the 
same time during typing or translation. Therefore now deactivate the visibility of layer  
Texts_EN  pressing the icon eye and continue your translation work. 
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Ch eck  s i n g l e  l a n g u a g e

At the end the layers windows of your brochure  should look similar to this. To check a 
single language, activate the visibility of the proper layer. 

English layer selected

Russian layer selected
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E x p o r t

S t o r e  p r o p e r l y
To store properly your project, you may organize the folder exporting all the elements 
and text and storing in sub folders. Therefore create a folder called project or the name 
of your project, save your Scribus files. Then create sub folder for images and for texts, 
copy all images used for your project in the sub folder. Copy all text files to the sub 
folder, if you created texts directly in Scribus export from text frame in the sub folder. 
Choose any text frame, open story editor and press button save to file giving a meaning-

ful name. 

T ea m  w o r k i n g

If you work in a team and your translator or editors prefer to work with a single text file,
then you may exchange using the previously described text import/export function.  As 
you may expect thing creates a relation 1:1 between languages (layers too) and files 
which simplify the editing collaboration process. Therefore when you make changes to 
text files or you ask others to,  upload back to the text frame in Scribus pressing the but-
ton load from file.

HEXAGON | Export 67

https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/save_icon.png?attredirects=0
https://sites.google.com/a/my-hexagon.net/www/services/free/scribus-manual/78.png?attredirects=0


2013 Scribus

PD F  
To export into PDF format , having a valuable output of your work, from main menu run
export to PDF and check your document with Preflight Verifier. Select your profile and 

fix all eventual problems (using human names of your text frames and polygons).   
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Ex po r t  pa r a m et er s  

Pay attention to these steps to export to PDF. 

1. Give a name to your file and choose a folder to save. 

2. Choose for what version of PDF you want to create file (Compatibility). 

3. If you have quite a lot of images compress them with maximum resolution of 300 dpi.

4. Embed your fonts, this way everyone will see your document in the same way.

5. Choose display settings for best view of your document.
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R ev i e w  y o u r  w o r k

Once you save, the exported PDF file can be viewed with Adobe reader or any other PDF
reader. Send a file to your colleagues and friends, that use other operating systems and 
fonts, ask them to send you PrintScreen of your document.
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P ri n t  
Finally when is time to bring to print simply use the function from the main menu collect
for output, all is needed for professional printing will be included automatically. Enjoy!
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